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COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION/INFORMATION SYSTEMS

September 27, 2005                                                                                    6:15 PM

Chairman Forest called the meeting to order.

The Clerk called the roll.

Present: Aldermen Forest, Gatsas, Osborne, Porter, Lopez

Messrs.: Atty. Buckles, K. DeSchuiteneer, R. Musat, L. Applebaum,
T. Arnold, S. Hamilton, T. Nichols, S. Patient,

Chairman Forest addressed Item 3 of the agenda:

Communication from Joe Smiga proposing that the City’s dog ordinance be
amended to allow two hours in the morning and two hours in the late
afternoon or evening where dogs can go unleashed but be controlled per
state requirements.

On motion of Alderman Osborne, duly seconded by Alderman Porter it was voted
to receive and file.

Chairman Forest addressed Item 4 of the agenda:

Communication from Kenneth DeSchuiteneer, Metro Cab Co., Inc.,
requesting consideration of an increase in taxi rates.

Alderman Osborne asked how many of the cab companies are here this evening.
How many different cab companies?

Deputy Clerk Normand stated there are two cab companies in Manchester.

Atty. Kevin Buckles stated I am here on behalf of Metro Cab Company and I will
be speaking on behalf of the cab company tonight.  As the Board knows, my client
is seeking a rate increase with the fares that are allowed to be charged here in the
City of Manchester.  Currently the fares are regulated by City ordinance.  What is
currently allowed under the fare schedule is there is an initial drop meter fee of $3
and 25 cents for each 1/6 of a mile and a waiting time charge of 25 cents a minute.
The waiting time charge, I think it is important to point out that it only comes into
play if, for example, you are sitting in a heavy traffic pattern waiting for traffic to
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clear or there is an accident or you are in downtown Manchester trying to get
through the crowd that is going to the baseball game or over to the Verizon and
your customer has to sit while you wait for the crowd to clear so you can continue
on your path.  The current waiting time charge comes into play very infrequently
if at all on most fares.  As the panel is well aware, for those of you who sat at the
Fire hearing before this my client’s company is not the only company that is being
affected by the rising increase in fuel costs.  My client has not had a rate increase
in over five years.  It has been since approximately 1999 that any rate increase has
been allowed.  I think it is probably fair to say that there are very few businesses
here in the City of Manchester who haven’t raised their rates between 1999 and
now.  Those businesses that may not have raised their rates during that period of
time certainly are not relying upon the cost of fuel and the maintenance of motor
vehicles.  There are also very few businesses in the City of Manchester that rely
extensively on fuel as a source or a product in the course of rendering the services
that they render to their clients.  The City may have one such service and that
would be the City bus service and I would hazard to guess that if the Committee
were to look at the cost of fuel for the City bus service they would see that that has
dramatically increased as well.  What my client is seeking is a modest rate
increase that would allow my client to first of all pay and keep the drivers that he
currently has.  My client has a few drivers that have worked for him for 9, 10 and
15 years he tells me and those drivers are finding it increasingly difficult to meet
their cost of living under the fare structure that is currently in place with the City.
By allowing a rate increase that my client is requesting, that is going to allow
those drivers to actually increase the amount of money that they can make during
the course of a particular evening.  Again, I would hazard to guess that there are
few individuals here in the City of Manchester that haven’t experienced a raise in
the last five years.  However, because the fares that are charged by cab drivers
directly impact what they make, in essence, they have not had a raise in a five-year
period of time.  To the extent that they have experienced any raise, that is only at
the generosity of those individuals who tip cab drivers over and above the fare that
they may make.  The increase that my client is asking for was outlined in the letter
that he submitted to the Board that I will just go over very briefly.  My client
wants to increase the current meter rate from 25 cents for each 1/6 of a mile to 25
cents for 1/10 of a mile.  If you compute that out, it turns out to be roughly a $1
increase over every mile.  He is not asking for an increase in the drop rate charge.
That would remain the same - $3, which by the way if you compare that charge to
other places in and around this area, for example, Portsmouth it is my
understanding based on what my client has told me that the drop rate charge in
Portsmouth is $4.25 and that they charge 25 cents for each 1/8 of a mile and in
addition they have a 15 minute wait charge, which is 25 cents more than the City
of Manchester.  I don’t know if any of you saw the article in today’s Union
Leader, which was very prominent on the front page that outlined what people are
doing in other cities.  For example, in Nashua the taxicab companies down there
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have a self-imposed surcharge of 50 cents for intown and then $1 for out of town
fares.  In addition to that, their rates are different than the rate structure here in
Manchester to begin with.  What I think my client is asking for is simply
something that is fair that is going to allow him to continue to service the City of
Manchester and the residents of Manchester while being able to pay the drivers for
his company a fair rate so that they can earn a living.  My client has been
experiencing an increasing number of people that are not willing to be cab drivers
anymore because of the amount of money it costs them to run a cab, which has a
direct bearing on what he pays.  The other thing I would like to point out to the
Board is that the cost of a fare for a cab is not just dependent upon the cost of
gasoline.  It is also dependent on things like the cost of insurance and also the cost
of maintenance, both of which have dramatically risen over the last five or six
years.  Currently my client pays in excess of $10,700 for insurance on a vehicle.
As he is saying, that is just liability insurance and does not include worker’s
compensation or any of the other coverages you might see.  In addition to that, the
cost of maintenance for vehicles has dramatically risen over the course of the last
five years.  All of that is either absorbed by the company directly or by the cab
drivers.  In reality, it is a combination of both.  I know that there are some other
cab companies here, or at least one other cab company represented here today.  It
is our understanding that the rate that they charge their drivers to lease the vehicle
they have increased but they haven’t increased their rate.  I understand at least
from the Union Leader article, that that company is opposed to the rate increase.
However, it is also my understanding that he is proposing that there be a surcharge
rather than a rate increase.  My client takes exception to the surcharge, which is an
addition to the drop meter charge because that adversely impacts those people that
are going for a very short cab ride.  Here in the City of Manchester, that is most
individuals.  Somebody who is going from their apartment or their home to the
downtown area to pick up groceries or to go to a dentist or doctor’s appointment
or to do their banking or check on their Social Security check.  Those types of
things. Most of those cab rides are a very short distance.  If you impose a
surcharge what you would be doing is saying to those people that ride very short
distances you are going to have to pay this additional surcharge just the same as
anyone else who is riding a longer distance yet they are not getting a ride that goes
that far and it is a disproportionate impact.  It has also been my client’s experience
that those people who are going the shorter distances like that are lower income
people who generally either don’t have a car or for some other reason cannot drive
as opposed to those who are going longer distances who tend to be people who are
on business in the City or around the City and are going to and from in the City
related to business and can afford a fare structure that would allow for an increase
in the mileage charge as opposed to a simple surcharge.  Now granted my client
doesn’t dispute the fact that the last time the drop meter charge was increased
there was a drop in people who were taking cabs.  We don’t dispute that and we
expect that there is probably going to be some drop in the number of people who
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take cabs if there is a rate increase.  However, there isn’t going to be any…my
client is essentially going to be forced out of business if he is required to keep
running his business under the same rate structure.

Alderman Osborne stated I have quite a few questions. From what I read in the
Union Leader here this doesn’t really give me any figures at all.  There are a lot of
other things to take into consideration like the average trip extras.  Do you still
charge extras?

Kenneth DeSchuiteneer responded no.

Alderman Osborne stated I ask you this question because I drove a cab when I was
16 years old for Temple and Radio Cabs.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer responded right when you drove cabs I was there.

Alderman Osborne stated I know quite a bit about the business.  I can go over this
with you a little bit.  The figures that you have in the newspaper…

Mr. DeSchuiteneer stated we haven’t charged…at least my company hasn’t
charged extras in years.  We just don’t charge for the extras and a lot of times it is
because we pick up two fares and they are nice enough to let us pick up the second
fare so why should we charge them for the extra passenger.

Alderman Osborne responded I am just asking the question.  Years ago we used to
do that.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer replied yes it was 10 cents extra.  It was a 50-cent drop and 10
cents extra.

Alderman Osborne stated today it would probably be a lot more than that – like a
quarter of 50 cents or whatever.  I guess we all know where that went but anyway
the figures are not there.  What are the average fares right now?

Mr. DeSchuiteneer responded I would say the average fare is probably…if I go
over my sheet and I am figuring it out I would say the average fare runs about $6.
You have some that are $15 and $12 but you have others that are $3.75 and $4.00.
If you average them all out it is about a $6 fare.

Alderman Osborne asked what are the average trip miles then.  It is right around
two to three miles.
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Mr. DeSchuiteneer answered well if it is $6 and you figure it is a $3 drop and that
it is $1.50/mile the average trip would be two miles.

Alderman Osborne asked what about this idling and waiting time.  How
often…you haven’t used this yet right?

Mr. DeSchuiteneer responded no we haven’t.

Alderman Osborne asked you don’t put the flag all the way over.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer answered right.  There are no more flags.  When you drove
there were flags but now they are buttons.  They are electronic now but basically
what happens is Manchester is growing. You have the Verizon Center and the
Airport and the baseball field.  You have more and more traffic.  Every family
now has multiple cars.  It used to be they had one car.  You hit the Granite Street
bridge at 3 PM to 6 PM you can’t get across that bridge.  It could take the cab
drive a good 20 minutes just to get across the bridge and if he is not running on
mileage and his meter is not clicking, he is basically going to take from Granite
Street to the bus terminal we’ll say and the meter is going to click 25 cents for 20
minutes.  That is what I was getting at why you should at least run on waiting time
during the busy time of day.

Alderman Osborne asked but wouldn’t it be hard to penalize the passengers for
that also.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer answered I from experience taking cabs – I do a lot of
traveling, most of the big cities run on waiting time and mileage.

Alderman Osborne responded well this is not the big city.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer replied well it is a lot bigger than it used to be.

Alderman Osborne stated basically also what you say and what should be done,
not what the other cab company wants to do but I still don’t have a complete
figure here.  All we have here is two miles, five miles, ten miles.  Is the
idling/waiting time included in that?  There are all of these different factors.  It is
pretty had to vote on something like this with what we have in front of us here.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer responded well your average fare without the waiting time
would go up $2 on that fare.  From $6 to $8.

Alderman Osborne asked how about the insurance on the cabs.
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Mr. DeSchuiteneer answered the insurance used to be for the longest time $7,800
per car.  It went up to $10,700 liability insurance this year. That is for $500,000
liability.

Alderman Osborne asked so it did drop over the years because 20 years ago I
proposed that it be $1 million.  They were only carrying $10,000 or $20,000 with
five children in the backseat.  I think it is common sense that if you have five
school children in the back and you are only carrying $10,000 or $20,000 liability
I think that is way out of whack.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer answered it is $500,000 but I have $750,000.

Alderman Osborne asked now it is back down to $500,000.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer answered $500,000 is the ordinance.  I am carrying right now
$750,000.  I called today and asked and I am carrying $750,000.

Alderman Lopez asked how many cars do you have.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer answered right now I have eight medallion cars.

Alderman Lopez stated I was wondering about two things.  Can we hear from
Matt Normand who takes care of this as far as licensing and the actual cost of the
first mile and so on down the line and then hear from the opposition?

Chairman Forest stated I don’t want to interrupt you but there is a person here who
wants to talk against this proposal and then I have Matt who has researched some
of this and I will have him speak to that after the gentleman from the other cab
company talks.

Alderman Lopez stated you say in your letter that you pay $6,000 a month for
parts on eight vehicles.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer replied exactly.

Alderman Lopez asked what year are your vehicles.

Mr. DeSchuiteneer answered most of them are from 1997 up.  I would say I have
three 1998’s.  I have one 1996 out there and the rest are 1997’s.  The City
ordinance requires that our vehicles be no more than nine years old.
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Alderman Lopez stated the other question is as we are all aware of you have spot-
checking of your vehicles.  Out of the eight vehicles how many are unserviceable
by being spot-checked?

Mr. DeSchuiteneer responded I lost two that were unserviceable and they have
been replaced.

Atty. Buckles stated I would like to add one bit of information that was included in
Mr. DeSchuiteneer’s letter but I think it is well worth pointing out.  The cab that
currently picks up at the Airport and drops off here at say the Ramada Inn in
Manchester would charge that ride $17.  Under the current rate that you set if my
client were to go out to the Airport and pick up that same fare and drop them off at
the Ramada the fare would be $12.  You can see there is a dramatic difference
there.  My client doesn’t service the Airport as the other cab companies do by
choice.  He chooses to serve the City in and of itself.  So those cab companies that
do service the Airport are able to subsidize to some extent their income by the
Airport business.  Again, the different in the rate would be roughly $5 for that
same ride that they would be able to make.

Deputy Clerk Normand stated we have one of the owners of Queen City Taxi here
and then several drivers who would also be affected by this proposed change.

Chairman Forest responded why don’t we listen to the owner of the other cab
company and maybe one of the cab drivers.

Rudolph Musat, Queen City Taxi stated I live in Hooksett and operate a cab
business in Manchester.  I would like to oppose whatever you heard from the
Metro Cab proposal.  First of all, I think in my experience it is too soon. We have
to take precaution before raising the rates on the cab business because we did a
huge mistake five years ago.  Unfortunately the owner…five years ago City Cab is
not here to tell you the truth.  Ken DeSchuiteneer has owned the cab business only
for a year so five years ago we lost at least 60 calls in 12 hours.  So we lost a lot of
business.  So Queen City Taxi, which at the present time I am the owner, took at
least five years to recover from whatever we lost five years ago with that increase.
I mention the $3 drop fee and the proposal with 1/10 mile we are going to be one
of the most expensive cities in the United States.  Everybody is going to call us a
luxury cab.  I mention New York, which is 8 million people and they are charging
less than us.  They are charging a $2 drop off and 1/5 of a mile.  The most
expensive city in the United States in my research, and it is very easy to find out
because all of the information is on the Internet, is Chicago.  We cannot compare
with Chicago.  I don’t know if you guys read the article that was on the Internet
but the city of Portsmouth tried to cut their rates because they made a huge
mistake.  I suggest to the Committee that we charge only time and mileage, which
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I proposed five years ago.  Only 25 cents per minute and I am going to explain this
because there is a lot of confusion about time and mileage.  The time is working
on the meter only when the cab stops.  If the cab is going 10 miles an hour they
automatically charge only on the mileage.  The proposal right now I am going to
explain very easily what is going on.  Every 528 feet the meter is going to charge
you 25 cents.  Right now it is 875 feet and they charge 25 cents.  So you see it is
almost doubled.  I don’t know who is going to be able to afford double what we
are going to charge on the meter.  I never proposed another surcharge.  What I
proposed was 25 cents per minute because in my judgement from my experience I
am trying to recover whatever the driver is paying right now for the price of gas.
For instance, if you take a cab from City Hall to the Mall of NH right now at the
1/6 mile they charge you $8.50.  With the new proposal it will be between $13 and
$14.  With my proposal it would be no more than…if you hit all of the traffic
lights between here and the mall it wouldn’t be more than 75 cents more on top of
the $8.50.  That difference, the 75 cents basically covers the gas price that you
spent on that trip.  Basically if you take a short trip…somebody asked what is the
average trip.  I am going to tell you what the average trip is.  It is like two and a
half miles, which is like $6.50 on a meter right now.  I don’t think it is going to be
a huge problem for everybody to pay 25 cents or at the top 75 cents or a dollar
more in fares if you travel five or six miles like this to cover the difference
between the 25 cents and the dollar covers the cost of the fuel price on each trip.
Metro Cab said they aren’t going to be in business anymore.  I assure this
Committee that if you allow this proposal to go through I don’t know who is going
to be in business and who is going to be able to afford to take a cab.  It is going to
be much cheaper to call Grace Limousine.  Just so you know the cab business in
Manchester is a necessity, not a luxury.  So please consider my proposal which I
submitted five years ago to let us charge time and mileage and 25 cents per
minute.

Alderman Osborne stated right now are the drivers independent.

Mr. Musat answered they are independent.  Queen City Taxi has a few drivers
here and I am wondering how come Metro Cab doesn’t have any drivers here to
ask you for that increase.  That increase is supposed to be in the driver’s pockets
right?

Alderman Osborne asked so they are not on your payroll.

Mr. Musat answered no they are not.  They are independent contractors.

Alderman Osborne asked is this the same for both cab companies.

Mr. Musat answered yes both companies work with independent contractors.
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Alderman Osborne stated years ago it was a company owned type of thing.
Anyway, the only thing we are worried about here is the increase in gas right?

Mr. Musat responded exactly but I am concerned too and that is why I am trying
to cover the difference in the gas prices.  For instance, if that proposal is accepted
by you, the gas price in the spring who knows.  It could be $2.20.

Alderman Osborne asked what is the average tip going for now.

Mr. Musat answered you would have to ask my drivers.

Alderman Osborne stated I just want to get an idea of what the average tip is.

Louie Applebaum, Manchester stated I have driven a cab since August of 1991.  I
don’t think that I could surmise the average tip.  There are many people in this
community that are nice enough to pay the fare and others can be far more
gracious.  If I could speak for like three minutes and then answer any questions
you might have I am totally opposed to any increase.  I was opposed to an increase
six years ago.  Mr. DeSchuiteneer mentioned the airport, civic arena, ballpark and
all of these different things and as Rudy said cabs are a necessity in any city and
we have 80,000, 90,000 or 100,000 people.  We have people who live at 55 South
Main Street and 175 Chestnut Street and I could go on and on and list people who
are elderly and can no longer drive.

Alderman Osborne replied you are still not answering my question though.

Mr. Applebaum responded what is the question, Sir.

Alderman Osborne stated how many pick-ups do you have in an average day.  Do
you have an eight-hour day?

Mr. Applebaum responded no.  We have two shifts.  We work from 4 PM until
4 AM and we work from 4 AM to 4 PM.  Monday would be a lot different than a
Friday night.  I don’t have those numbers but what I am trying to tell you is there
are many people in this community that can no longer drive that need to take the
cabs to the grocery store or to the hospital and there are many people who are
responsible and go out on a Thursday, Friday or Saturday night and take the cab
out and take it home.  There is no reason for these people to be penalized for this.
To get into the car and it starts at $3 and it is 25 cents for each 1/6 of a mile we
can more than afford the gas.  It eats into our profits but we are here to build a
business so people will take the cabs.
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Alderman Osborne replied I understand where you are coming from.  Could I ask
a question of the City Clerk?

Chairman Forest asked, Mr. Applebaum, are you finished with your comments.

Mr. Applebaum answered I would like to make a few more comments and then I
will conclude.  The name of the game is safety to keep people off the road.  Our
cars went through an inspection two weeks ago after we were notified by the
Police a week in advance.  There wasn’t one of our cars that failed – not one.  I
just don’t see the point and people are strapped enough as it is.  There is no need
to continue to reach into the pockets of people who are on fixed incomes or people
who are smart enough not to drink and drive.  You have to applaud these people
and we need more of these people.  I play golf in town.  I pass it by word of mouth
to take a cab and don’t get behind the wheel because the penalty is going to far
outweigh everything.  I hope you would consider not to increase this because it
would just be more detrimental to our business, a business that relies on volume.

Alderman Osborne asked if there is an increase in any way whatsoever do all of
the companies have to abide by that increase or can one go by the increase and
others not go with the increase.

Deputy Clerk Normand answered the way the ordinances are currently written you
are required to follow the rates that are set.

Alderman Lopez asked how many vehicles do you have, Sir.

Mr. Musat answered eight.

Alderman Lopez stated I just want to clarify in my own mind.  You said 25 cents
per minute right?

Mr. Musat responded yes.

Alderman Lopez asked and you are saying you don’t recommend that, Mr.
Applebaum.

Mr. Applebaum stated I concur with what Mr. Musat says but no rate increases as
far as the drop rate and things like that.

Alderman Lopez asked so the 25 cents per minute is like when you drive from
Manchester to…
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Mr. Applebaum interjected I don’t think it is going to be an adverse type thing.
Hopefully this will move it along.  We are at our discretion as to what we want to
charge.

Alderman Lopez stated I just want to understand it.  If I take a cab to the mall for
every minute I am going to be charged 25 cents is that correct?

Mr. Applebaum responded no.

Alderman Lopez asked can you clarify that for me.

Mr. Musat stated the meter is designed to work on times only when the car stops.
If you spend a minute sitting in a car you will be charged 25 cents.  So for instance
if you have a traffic light in front of you and are spending 40 minutes and another
40 minutes at the other traffic light, both traffic lights if it makes like 60 minutes
he is going to have 25 cents on the meter.  If you travel for instance in a huge
traffic jam going 10 miles an hour, the meter is not going to allow you to charge
25 cents a minute.

Alderman Osborne asked what would happen if you went from the 1/6 of a mile,
instead of 1/10 of a mile you went to 1/8 of  a mile.  If there was nothing else
touched, just that alone, what would that…

Mr. Musat interjected of course there would be a little increase.  For instance
instead of being $13 of $14 from City Hall to the Mall of New Hampshire it would
be maybe $11 or so.  So basically there would still be a $1.50 or $1.75 increase.

Mr. Applebaum stated 1/6 would make it $1.50.  1/8 would make it $2.

Alderman Osborne asked so the 1/6 with the quarter would bring it where from
here to the Mall – does it depend on how you go and what lights you stop at.

Mr. Musat stated that is for the 1/8 of a mile without time and mileage.  If you are
charging right now with only mileage…

Alderman Osborne interjected just the 25 cents that you were talking about I am
talking about.

Mr. Musat responded you would add another 25 per minute.

Alderman Osborne asked on the 1/6 right.

Mr. Musat answered yes.  It won’t be more than 75 cents or $1.
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Alderman Osborne asked so both of them are pretty close.

Mr. Musat answered not really.  It depends on how far you go on a trip.

Alderman Gatsas asked if nothing was changed give me a per mile base on what
the cost is to utilize the vehicle.

Mr. Musat asked can you repeat the question.

Alderman Gatsas asked the per cost per mile to drive a vehicle today is how much
per mile.

Mr. Musat responded I cannot tell you exactly that.

Alderman Gatsas asked well would you agree that it has to be more than what it
was when gas was $1.35.

Mr. Musat answered of course.

Alderman Gatsas asked so Mr. Applebaum if you are a driver and you are leasing
a car you must be able to tell me what it is costing you per mile.

Mr. Applebaum answered yes I can.  It costs $1.50 a mile and with it being 1/6, 25
cents per mile, which is more than affordable with the current rate of gas even if it
went to $3.50 because at the end of a shift I am paying anywhere from $35 to $43
a night as opposed to when it was $1.80 or $1.90 where I was paying $28 to $32.
So my profits are down about $20 or $25 a week, which over the course of a year
would be $1,000, however, the volume of business is where the business is done
and if you got rid of the volume…

Alderman Gatsas interjected let me ask the question.  You have given me the
answer but let me ask the next question.  If you are telling me that prior to you
were paying $32 per night and there is a 100% increase in the price of gas from
$1.35/gallon to $2.70 how are you only going from $32 to $43.  That is a 30%
increase.  How can that possibly be when your expense has doubled.

Mr. Musat stated because the volume of the business that you have right now
covers that loss from five years ago.  That is why we are fighting right now to not
lose the business.  It is going to be a huge, huge mistake for Manchester to raise
the price again.
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Alderman Gatsas replied my question was if you were paying $32 at a cost of
$1.35/gallon and the cost of your gasoline has doubled how can you go up by only
30% on an increase…

Mr. Musat interjected no it was increased 100%.  Maybe that is the answer you
expected.  I have right now 100%…

Alderman Gatsas interjected are you going to answer the question or is he.  I
understand you are just leasing the cab to him so either he is an independent
contractor and he will speak for himself or you are going to speak for him.

Mr. Musat stated well basically I am trying to…

Alderman Gatsas interjected hold on.  At least he is going to speak as an
independent because I directed the question to him because I asked you the
question and you couldn’t give me an answer.  He is answering.  Will you let him
answer the question?

Mr. Musat responded sure.

Mr. Applebaum stated the gas and I don’t want to seem to be cynical or anything
but I don’t recall $1.35.  $1.80 or $1.90 or $2 so the increase in that sense would
be 70, 80 or 90 cents and even what took place a couple of weeks ago…I don’t
know how to account for it other than the fact that some nights you may never
leave the town.  You may go to Hooksett, Auburn, Bedford and other nights you
may take a trip to Boston or Portsmouth and naturally this is going to eat up more
gas.  I am talking averages to you right now.  I can’t be specific.  Every night is a
different night in the cab.  Some nights, Monday nights are not like Friday nights
but I am telling you I work the busier nights and the gas right now is costing me
from 4 PM until 4 AM anywhere from $37 to $43 but the one thing about the fare
being jacked up to $3 five years ago, no one any longer is complaining because
they understand the price of gas but five or six years ago they didn’t even call
anymore.  I tried to answer that question to the best of my ability.

Alderman Lopez asked can I have a clarification on something.  This letter here is
from Metro Cab, Alderman Gatsas, and these people are not Metro Cab and I was
wondering if Metro Cab could answer that question.

Alderman Gatsas stated I understand but the difference is that Metro Cab is from
what I understand not…they are his employees with worker’s compensation and
we are talking about independents or are they both independents.
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Deputy Clerk Normand stated if I can clarify for this Committee their definition of
independent contractor is a little different than the state law.  They are all…he is
leasing the vehicles.  Both companies, all companies, are leasing the vehicles to
the drivers, however, the State Labor Department has determined they are not
independent contractors and, therefore, they are required, both companies have
worker’s compensation on all of their drivers.  They are not true independent
contractors.

Mr. Musat stated we pay worker’s compensation on the cars.

Alderman Gatsas asked what does it cost per car.

Mr. Musat answered right now for eight cars it is almost $14,000 per year.

Alderman Gatsas asked could you say that again please.

Mr. Musat answered for eight cars for a year $14,000.

Chairman Forest asked that is worker’s compensation.

Mr. Musat answered yes.

Mr. Musat stated it depends on the records and I want to mention this because if
you have a lot of accidents that could be double.  That is why my proposal tries to
save some worker’s compensation issues with accidents because right now the
drivers try to make more money pushing the cars on traffic lights if it is yellow
because they know they don’t make money – only if they charge on the meter but
for my proposal if it is time and mileage all of the drivers know if it is yellow the
next traffic light is going to be yellow they have another 25 cents on the meter so
it is a safety issue too.  That is why I am trying to propose this time and mileage.
So it is a safety issue and also addresses the increased gas price.

Deputy Clerk Normand stated I can just tell you real briefly because it is already
after 7 PM but there are a few inaccuracies in this letter here.  Gas was not at
$1.35.  In October 3, 2000, Alderman Gatsas chaired the Committee on
Administration at that time and we had a spike in gas that put gas prices over
$2/gallon so the two companies had gotten together and worked out a proposal.
They came in here.  The proposal was approved and I can tell you that Mr.
DeSchuiteneer…I understand concerns but he wasn’t an owner when we had that
last increase.  In the following spring both owners who made the proposals came
and complained and admitted that they had made an error with this proposal
because it killed their business.  Because of the timing of this request, I wasn’t
able to thoroughly research this.  I did check with 12 other communities.  In 2000
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when this increase was approved, the first increase was approved, we were the
third highest in the country for taxi rates.  There was a community in Wyoming, a
community in Wisconsin and a community in California based on the U.S. Taxi
Rates in the Taxi & Livery Association – the chart that they provided.  Today the
12 communities that I checked, Portsmouth is higher.  This proposal would put us
higher than all 12 communities and they include Portsmouth, Philadelphia, New
York, Los Angeles, Fairfax, Atlanta, Boston, Baltimore, Frederick, MD, and
Portland, ME.  Both Concord and Nashua are not currently regulating rates.  They
are leaving it up to the industry to do so.  All of these rates that I have were all
amended in the last year up to the last several weeks to address the gas changes.
Where we currently sit today with the rates that we set in 2000 we are still higher
than every one of those communities except Portsmouth.  Our recommendation is
that we be given time to thoroughly research this because a quick reaction here
would have an effect on the entire industry.  I think it is obvious by both
companies being here tonight that there are two different perceptions of what
should happen.

Alderman Osborne moved to table the request.

There was no second.

Alderman Lopez stated I think it is a toss up here.  I think the people taking a
cab…I have to agree with the second speaker that they are the ones paying the
freight.  This 25 cents per mile on the stop is valid if that is the recommendation.

Chairman Forest responded I have to correct you.  It is not 25 cents per mile.  It is
25 cents per minute per stop.

Alderman Lopez stated I think all parties looked at that.  I don’t believe that you
need to increase the rates from the information that we received from the City
Clerk and the information we received from the people testifying here.  The only
thing I would do in conjunction with this is authorize the 25 cents per minute per
stop be added to the ordinance.

Alderman Gatsas stated I am listening to what the City Clerk just told us.  If we do
anything…I remember this conversation five years ago.  We only changed the
rates because the cab companies came in with an agreement that they both agreed
to and we were just advocating for what they were looking for.  They came back
some six months later and almost turned around and were telling the fares that it
was our fault that we increased rates.  Obviously there is something out there and
the two cab companies are on two different platforms here and we have the City
Clerk telling us if we increase rates we are going to be the highest in the country.
I don’t know if that makes sense or it doesn’t make sense but when somebody tells
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me that our rates are higher than Philadelphia I get a little nervous hearing that.
Metro Cab brought this in.  Do you disagree with that analysis with the Clerk?

Mr. DeSchuiteneer responded if I may in Philadelphia and New York City there is
a fare on every corner.  We haven’t even talked about how far we have to travel to
get our next fare.  A taxi drops off at New York City he is hailed at the next
corner.  The point that I tried to make earlier and I believe Alderman Osborne
stopped my attorney from talking or he would have got to it.  The company that is
opposed to this rate increase sends cabs to the Airport every night of the week.
They are licensed to pick up at the Airport.  They go to Portland, ME.  They go to
Boston, MA and they don’t service the City of Manchester.  I chose to service
only the City and not the Airport.  On a cold snowy night they will be in Portland
and Metro will be picking up the City passengers.  They supplement the driver’s
income with the long fares.  My driver’s income is hurting because we have City
pick-ups and we have the City ordinance to abide by.  The other point that my
attorney didn’t have a chance to bring up is the fact that every Airport taxi is
picking up in this City and the ordinance is not being enforced thus taking money
out of my cab driver’s pockets.  If you could stop that then I wouldn’t even ask for
a rate increase.  Thank you.

Alderman Gatsas asked Matt who is in charge of that enforcement.

Deputy Clerk Normand answered the Police Department.

Alderman Gatsas asked and how do we get them to enforce it if what he is saying
is right.

Deputy Clerk Normand answered we could have the Police Department here at the
next meeting to address it.

Alderman Gatsas stated obviously Alderman Osborne wants to table this so lets
get the Police Department in here and find out why they are not enforcing an
ordinance that is in effect.

Alderman Osborne moved to table.  Alderman Gatsas duly seconded the motion.
Chairman Forest called for a vote.  There being none opposed, the motion carried.

Alderman Gatsas asked can you make sure that you have the Police Department
check in the last five years to see if there has been anybody summonsed for that
violation.

Deputy Clerk Normand answered certainly.
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Chairman Forest addressed Item 5 of the agenda:

Communication from Steve Patient requesting review of City ordinances
relative to the calculation of property tax relief for persons with physical
disabilities.

Alderman DeVries stated before they speak I just wanted to give you a little bit of
background because the Patients did bring this to my attention early on and we
have had some conversations with the Assessor’s Office.  If you look at the next to
the last page of the packet, you will see a letter from Social Security.  Within the
text of that letter it is indicating that Mr. Patient is eligible under the medical
criteria for Social Security and it was his spouse’s income that has thrown him out
of the eligible under Title II or Title XVI.  So when we look at this RSA and it is a
state statute that dictates and I actually have two individuals who can help with
this because it is Senator Gatsas’ statute that he introduced up in Concord as well
as the City Solicitor but if you look at the state statute right at the beginning it is
indicating that any person who wishes to receive the exemption with the City first
has to be eligible under Title II or Title XVI.  I think what we need to ask are a
couple of things.  First off I would like to maybe get an opinion from the City
Solicitor because when I read the state statute I see that as saying that if they are
eligible under the Title II or Title XVI the City will automatically have to give
them the exemption but I didn’t see that as saying that if we wish to have
something above and beyond the state statute that we couldn’t in fact offer that.
What I see is inequity between what the City offers for an elderly exemption if
you will by the asset limits or the income limits within that and what we are
holding the disability limits to because the Social Security limits are much more
strict or are more strict than what we have within the City.  I could see that it
would be very useful to get the opinion of the City Solicitor to see if he feels there
is any flexibility within this state statute for us to work independent of that.  If not,
it will become a discussion as to maybe Senator Gatsas or myself if there is any
possibility of dealing with that up in Concord.

Chairman Forest stated I have read the letter and the state information.  I asked
Mr. Nichols and Mr. Hamilton from the Board of Assessors here to explain the
City’s part as far as the tax exemption and all of that and then we can ask Attorney
Arnold after that.  Mr. Hamilton, could you explain what the reasoning is?  I know
you are familiar with Mr. Patient’s…

Alderman Lopez interjected may I have permission to ask the attorney now
because we are into another meeting now and we already have the correspondence
from the Assessors so can a legal determination made here.
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Thomas Arnold, Deputy City Solicitor, stated I think that pursuant to the state
statute the state statute establishes the criteria for eligibility.  It leaves the amount
of the exemption up to the City.  It does not leave eligibility up to the City and that
is what we are dealing with here unfortunately.

Alderman DeVries stated just so the other person who was involved with the
legislation…if it is possible for me to ask Senator Gatsas if he recalls the intent of
the legislation and if they were concerned with eligibility based on the medical
criteria and that is why it was tied to Social Security or if they were concerned
about the pension benefits from Title II or Title XVI.

Alderman Gatsas responded the only change that we made in legislation was 1A
that said if somebody once they turned 65 they no longer were undisabled they
were still disabled and whichever one of those criteria were greater that is what
they would fall into.  So we never touched the first section of that law.  The only
thing we put in was to say if you were 65 and disabled, whichever one of the two
criteria gave you a greater benefit that is the one that it would fall under.

Alderman DeVries stated I do believe that this needs to be addressed in Concord
and that there needs to be, based on the Solicitor’s opinion, a change to the statute
if there is going to be any ability for the City to have flexibility from the state
statute.  To me it seems like there may be a little bit of a loophole that individuals
fall into that possibly we are not treating them as fairly or as equitably as we are
with our elderly exemptions.  But this is the way the law reads and I believe we
need to follow that.

Chairman Forest stated I am not sure if we can send a letter to the state and maybe
somebody can make a motion that we table this for now and get an opinion from
the state or get something changed at the state because I don’t think we have much
choice now.  It is the way it is written. We can always table it and it will still be on
the table until we get an answer instead of just killing it in this committee.  Why
don’t we entertain a motion to table it and get some information?

Alderman DeVries responded the only other thing I might ask is that the Patients
have been patiently waiting for about and hour and a half now and realizing that
we are running 20 minutes late on starting the next meeting if they wanted to
address something tonight…

Chairman Forest interjected if you remember I was going to ask them to say
something.  We will give them a couple of minutes to explain their situation and
then we really have to end this meeting.

Steve Patient, 850 South Mammoth Road, Manchester stated:
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I have been a paraplegic for 22 years and confined to a wheelchair since then.  I
believe the whole reason that a disabled property tax plan was drawn up was to
help people like me.  I am just going through the motions here to try to get this
benefit in place for myself.

Alderman Lopez stated first of all we don’t have any authority to change it but
Alderman Gatsas what would your recommendation be.  Can you add on to a bill
up there and who would do that?  Could the Senate do that?  Do you want to guide
us in that process?

Alderman Gatsas responded if memory serves me, didn’t you come up and testify
on that legislation in Concord Mr. Patient three years ago.

Mr. Patient replied no it was not me.

Mrs. Patient stated this is all new to us.  It got brought up to us and I figured we
should just fight for everybody that is disabled.

Alderman Gatsas asked what is the combined income level for the elderly -
$40,000.

Thomas Nichols, Assessor, stated it is $38,500.

Mr. Patient stated if I may we do meet all of the financial criteria that the City has
put forth.

Alderman Gatsas asked your income is less than $38,500.

Mr. Nichols asked are you talking about the disability.

Alderman Gatsas answered no I am talking about the senior.  I think where
Alderman DeVries was talking was that this one talks about an exemption up to
$20,400.

Stephan Hamilton, Assessor, stated by resolution the City adopted $100,000
married income limit for disabled and a $200,000 combined asset limit.  We
haven’t gotten that far with the Patients yet in terms of their application because
they didn’t meet the statutory requirements that they be eligible under Title II or
Title XVI.  We haven’t established whether or not they would meet the asset
levels.

Alderman Gatsas stated my understanding was that there was a conversation about
that.
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Alderman DeVries stated the conflict I see with this is that we have local asset
limits that are far greater than Social Security yet they have to be eligible after the
asset limit or income limit for Social Security.  To me it seems meaningless to
have the higher threshold set locally.  It doesn’t enable anybody to qualify so I was
entertaining the fact that possibly we could look at this as we do our elderly
exemptions, which has that combined income at $38,500 and maybe ask for a
legislative change that would bring it somewhere more in line with that.

Mrs. Patient responded but your statutes state $100,000. Now you guys are putting
elderly with the disabled and you shouldn’t be doing that because under your laws
that is what you are stating.  If you are saying $100,000 is what your statutes are,
we met that.  Now you are telling me that you are going to change your laws to
that?  Of course I make more than $38,000 a year.

Alderman DeVries replied but others may not.  I guess we would have to ask the
City Solicitor again.

Chairman Forest stated I don’t think this Committee or anybody else is saying
right now that we are changing anything.  We are trying to work something out
here.  We are not changing anything right now.  In fact this Committee cannot
change anything.  We are just discussing the situation.

Mr. Nichols stated the reason that Steve Patient doesn’t qualify under Title XVI is
that he hasn’t paid into Social Security, therefore, he doesn’t qualify.  I think what
has to happen is if the State Legislature is going to change anything they have to
say that…they have to make an exception if they know the person is totally and
permanently disabled like he is.

Chairman Forest asked, Steve, you have applied and I know that because I have a
letter here from Social Security Administration.  You have applied for disability
under Social Security and they denied you correct?

Mr. Patient answered I was injured at a very young age – 16 years old, so I never
paid into the system.

Chairman Forest asked have you appealed to the Social Security Court of Appeals
yet.

Mr. Patient stated no they are going to include my wife’s income.  The only thing I
would be eligible for is SSI.
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Chairman Forest responded you will never know until you do it.  I mean if you
don’t appeal you don’t know whether they are going to turn you down or not.  At
least make the appeal.

Mrs. Patient replied I did talk to Herb Salls from Social Security and he said I
make too much money making $5.50/hour 15 years ago and these criteria haven’t
changed.

Alderman Lopez stated there is a letter in here from Social Security, Mr.
Chairman, dated May 25.  They requested information and Social Security told
them that they were entitled to monthly Supplemental Social Security Income
Disability benefits.  Those benefits began in 1985 and ceased in September 1994
when your spouse’s income was included.  Is that correct?

Mr. Patient answered yes.

Alderman Lopez stated so he has been through Social Security.

Chairman Forest responded he has only been through the District Office.  He
hasn’t been through the appeals process yet.

Alderman Lopez stated I am just trying to find, other than just tabling it how can
we help them.  Like the City Assessor’s, your recommendation is that they appeal
to the Board of Tax and Land Appeal.  Do they have the authority to do anything
at their level?

Mr. Hamilton responded what they have is the general oversight authority to
determine whether or not we have made the correct ruling.  The Patients have
appealed that through the Board of Tax and Land Appeals and they will in due
course schedule a hearing on the issue and they will hear both of our sides and
they will hear the reasons why we denied them and they will hear the Patient’s
reasons why we should have granted it and they will decide it.

Alderman Lopez stated so the only alternative then…once you hear back and they
either agree with you or disagree with you the next course is to try to change the
law to incorporate your particular situation.

Mr. Nichols stated one more thing.  Steve Patient is not the only one that has
called the office or come in.  There have been about 10 or 15 of them that we have
had to deny.  If they are not disabled by the Social Security rules then they don’t
qualify.  There are not that many out there that this is going to affect.
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Alderman Lopez stated if that is the course of action that we are taking…what
ward do you live in.

Mrs. Patient responded Ward 8.

Alderman Lopez stated you have three representatives in that ward plus a State
Senator and if they make the ruling that the City Assessor is correct then you have
no alternative but to go and change the law so that it incorporates you.  Tabling
this is not going to solve the problem for us here.  I hope you completely
understand that and I am sure you do.

On motion of Alderman Lopez, duly seconded by Alderman Gatsas it was voted to
receive and file the request.

There being no further business, on motion of Alderman Porter, duly seconded by
Alderman Osborne it was voted to adjourn.

A True Record.  Attest.

Clerk of Committee


